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Subsection 3.—Field Crops 

Total acreages of field crops in 1949 increased slightly over those of the previous 
year, most of the increase being in Ontario, Manitoba and Alberta. The gross farm 
value of all major field crops produced in 1949 on Canadian farms amounted to 
$1,420,300,000, 16 p.c. lower than the 1948 record for the series which was begun 
41 years ago. The 1949 value, however, held well above the pre-war average and 
was just fractionally below the level attained in 1946. 

13.—Acreages and Values of Field Crops, by Provinces, 1945-49, with Five-Year 
Averages, 19S5-39 
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i Figures are exclusive of Newfoundland. 

Both production and yield of all major field crops in 1949 were below 1948 
levels. In the cases of barley, rye and flaxseed, acreages seeded were also lower 
than those of 1948. 

Wheat acreage was 27,500,000 in 1949, some 15 p.c. above the 1948 level 
of 23,900,000 acres. Production, however, dropped from 386,000,000 bu. in 1948 to 
367,000,000 bu. in 1949. The acreage of oats in 1949 was 11,400,000 acres, slightly 
above the 11,200,000 acres seeded in 1948, but production decreased to 317,900,000 
bu. from 358,800,000 bu. in 1948. With 1949 plantings of barley at 6,000,000 acres 
(down nearly 1,000,000 acres from 1948) and considerably lower yields, the 1949 
outturn was only 120,400,000 bu. as against 155,000,000 bu. in 1948. Due to lower 
requirements, rye acreage in 1949 at 1,200,000 was little more than half that of the 
high 1948 level and production declined from 25,300,000 bu. in 1948 to 10,000,000 bu. 
in 1949. The near record acreage seeded to flaxseed in 1948 fell very sharply in 


